Partial purification of the apolipoprotein E receptor of rat liver membrane.
The liver has two distinct lipoprotein receptors; one is the apolipoprotein (apo) B, E receptor and the other the apo-E receptor. In this study, the protein to which apo-E HDLc (cholesterol-induced high density lipoprotein containing apo-E as the predominant protein species) bound specifically was partially purified from the rat liver membrane by ion exchange chromatography and preparative gel electrophoresis. The molecular weight of the protein was estimated to be about 36K daltons and the protein bound to 125I-apo-E HDLc in a specific and saturable manner, suggesting that the protein is the apo-E receptor.